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Over 30 years ago a large 145-lot subdivi-
sion was proposed for a piece of land that 
borders on both St. Ola and Limerick Lakes. 
Limerick Waterways Ratepayers Associa-
tion (LWRA) was formed to ý ght that devel-
opment which it, with Limerick Township, 
has been doing ever since. Unfortunately, 
the end result of this long and classic ñDavid 
and Goliathò battle at the Ontario Municipal 
Board (OMB) is that the current developer, 
Trident Members Inc., now has the approvals 
that will soon lead to the signing of a 110-lot 
subdivision agreement with Limerick Town-
ship. However, with the able assistance of 
former Toronto Mayor John Sewell, who has 
represented LWRA (and the township) since 
2005, LWRA continues to engage in this 
costly ý ght in order to try to control what the 
developer can do on the land with the future 
quality of the lakes as our primary concern. 
We have been successful in demanding 
that a number of conditions to this end be 
included in the subdivision agreement. The 
following is an update on the current status 
of the development. 

In the December 2007 LWRA Newsletter, 
our report ended with an account of the 

November hearing at the OMB where the 
following items were dealt with:

Ù  whe status of the 22 St. Ola lots and re-
lated planning matters.

Ù  Tridentôs destruction of the small wetland 
in the area by pushing a road through it. 

Ù The Boardôs position that Trident had 
demonstrated contempt in ignoring the 
OMBôs Stop Work Order.  

The decision from the November hearing 
was released on January 16, 2008. The gen-
eral contours of the decision were as expect-
ed ï ý nal approval of the St. Ola lots and the 
rest of the scheme except the lots within 300 
meters of Limerick Lake. 

A surprising, if not shocking aspect of this 
decision, was Member Culhamôs position 
that while Trident had treated the Board 
with contempt, rather than imposing any 
penalties on the developer, the Board would 
ñstand quietly.ò Even though he said ñthe 
magnitude of the works [in contravention of 
the Board order] is immenseò (page 8) and 
that Tridentôs claim that the work was done 
without their authorization ñdeý es common 
senseò, there were no consequences for Tri-
dent. 

Please see ñTridentò on page 2



Continued from page 1
The Board did require a plan for remedia-

tion of the wetland and the roadway within 
300 meters of Limerick Lake. It was agreed 
that the township would hire, at Tridentôs ex-
pense, its own wetland expert to work with 
Michael Michalski (Tridentôs expert) on the 
remediation plan which Trident would carry 
out and pay for. The township has now hired 
Phil Niblett of Niblett Environmental Asso-
ciates Inc. to do this work, which should be 
carried out this summer.

With the decision on the St. Ola lots out 
of the way, Trident can move ahead with its 
plan of subdivision for the 110 lots which 
have now been approved. A draft of the sub-
division agreement is now available and has 
been reviewed by John Sewell with respect 
to the last OMB decision and also by the 
townshipôs lawyer, Ken Sykes. 

John Sewell has raised some concerns 
which Limerick Council is addressing and 
as well, Mr. Sykes was to attend the June 3
Township Council meeting to talk about the 

agreement and respond to questions from 
the reeve and council.

LWRA has renewed its commitment to 
continue to share costs with the township 
as required until the September directorsô 
meeting but at this point we arenôt expecting 
that there is much work left to be covered. 
The major concern our association will 
have is making sure  the requirements of 
the subdivision agreement are carried out 
and vetted by all the required supervisory 
bodies. Much responsibility will lie with our 
township council to ensure that all the provi-
sions for the development as outlined in the 
agreement are in fact policed and followed 
to the letter of the agreement. 

For example, the land is to be developed in 
phases of 30 lots at a time, all in ñreasonable 
proximity to one anotherò with building per-
mits issued for 80 per cent of the lots in one 
phase before another phase can be opened. 
As well, there are many technical demands 
for things like storm water management 
which need approvals by a Municipal Engi-

neer as well as the Ministry of the Environ-
ment.

Lastly, beyond the 110 lots that Trident can 
eventually develop, there is still the question 
of the 30 or so lots within the 300 metre 
setback from Limerick Lake. As readers 
may remember, consideration of these lots 
was deferred in November 2005 to allow 
three years of continuous monitoring of the 
Phosphex phosphorus retention systems that 
Trident was proposing to install on these 
lots. This three-year period will be up in 
November of this year, so we may, unfortu-
nately, ý nd ourselves once again facing yet 
more OMB action if Trident returns to the 
Board to ask for approval of these lots.

As a result of this possibility the OMB 
Committee of LWRA comprised of presi-
dent Robert Horne, Linda Sheppard, Bob 
Mofford, Bob Bennett and George Offshack 
will continue to function and will likely be-
gin some research into the current status of 
Phosphex systems in anticipation of more 
action on this front.




